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How to use this reading plan. 
This Reading Plan is designed to help you read through the Bible in One Year or, if a slower pace is preferred, 

in two years, following as far as possible the likely Chronological sequence of events or dating. 

 Each week the readings are set out for seven days. If the One Year reading plan is commenced on 

January 1 then the readings for the week will correspond with the calendar date. 

 

CHRONOLOGICAL BIBLE READING SCHEDULE  

One Year Plan – Week One – January 1-7 
 (Two Year Plan – Year One, Weeks One & Two – January 1-14) 

 

DAY DATE SCRIPTURES NOTES 
TICK WHEN 

READ 

1 January 1 
 
 
 

(January 
1-2) 

Genesis 1:1-2:3; 
 
John 1:1-3; 
Colossians 1:15-17; 
Ephesians 1:3-6; 
 
Genesis 2:4-25. 

 Our chronological reading plan begins with the majestic faith-defining 
words which open the Bible, “In the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth”, and what follows is the account of the six days of Creation.  The 
verses from St John and St Paul are faith-defining statements from the New 
Testament, placing Jesus at the centre of pre-creation events and creative 
purposes.  Genesis chapter 2 is the second account of creation, most 
probably drawn from different documents to the first account. The focus is 
on humankind and the diversity of life in the Garden of Eden. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 The daily readings for each day are the Scripture Passages identified 

 If the Two Year reading plan is preferred the readings for each week of the One Year plan are simply 

spread across two weeks by taking two days to read the passages chosen for each day of the One Year 

plan. 

 As the readings are completed simply place a  or a  in the Check Box provided. 

 The Notes are not intended to be devotional. Rather they have been written to help you understand 

what the passage being read is saying to us by providing a brief summary statement about those verses.  

 The  at the start of sections in the notes column indicates the beginning of the comments for the 

next passage to be read. 

 At times these notes will give limited background to the writer or the book. 

 At other times they will cross reference the reading to another related passage. 

 At times they will explain why a passage is being read at this time – when it may otherwise seem out 

of place and out of sequence. 

 Occasionally footnotes are used to further explain a passage or give additional background 

information, especially where there is insufficient space in the notes column to include other helpful 

comments and explanatory notes.  

My prayer as you read is that you will better understand this 

remarkable book we know as The Bible, grow to love this written 

Word of God, and grow closer to God in your daily walk with Him. 

It is quite an accomplishment to have read the whole Bible “cover to 

cover”, but just reading it will be of little value unless the Holy 

Spirit who inspired its writing is your guide and teacher, and the 

Lord Jesus Christ, who is the central focus of the whole book, is 

your personal Lord and Saviour. 

May every blessing in Christ Jesus be yours! 

Pastor Christopher Pack.

This reading schedule is provided 
free of charge for whoever wishes 
to use it for their knowledge of the 

Scriptures and their personal 
growth in God. If you wish to bless 
the ministry which has developed 
these notes with a monetary gift, 
our banking details for Australian 

transactions or international 
transfers are: 

Power-Packed Ministries Intl. Inc. 

BSB: 638-070 

A/c #: 0094-24954 

Thank You! God bless you! 
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CHRONOLOGICAL BIBLE READING SCHEDULE  

One Year Plan – Week Fifty-Two – December 24-30 
 (Two Year Plan – Year Two, Weeks Fifty-One & Fifty-Two – December 16-29) 

 

DAY DATE SCRIPTURES NOTES READ 

1 December 
24 

 
 
 
(December 

16-17) 

1 John 1:1-4; 
1 John 1:5 – 2:27; 
1 John 2:28 – 4:6. 

 John writes the first of his three pastoral letters to foster and develop 
fellowship between believers, and to help them understand the nature of 
true fellowship with God.  To “walk in the Light” is the foundation of true 
fellowship with God. To maintain and strengthen our fellowship, the Spirit 
of Jesus Christ, as John presented in his gospel, is our “Advocate” (Gk: 
paraklētos) and guide.  God’s righteousness requires that believers deal 
honestly with sin in their lives and live in love with each other. Confession 
and repentance distinguishes children of God from children of the devil. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 December 
25 
 
 
 

(December 
18-19) 

1 John 4:7 – 5:12; 
1 John 5:13-21; 
2 John 1:1-13; 
3 John 1:1-14. 

 Love for God, loving relationships and living in obedience to God are 
clear indicators of truly belonging to Christ.  A short epilogue concerning 
prayer concludes the first letter.  Whereas to “walk in the Light” was the 

central message of John’s first letter his second is an injunction to walk in 
“the truth” and is a challenge to recognize and reject false teachers – “many 
deceivers” who teach false doctrine aligned to “antichrist”.  The third letter 
is to Gaius, a loving and caring leader in the church, and deals with the 
problem of division, self-importance and rejection of authority. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 December 
26 
 
 
 

(December 
20-21) 

Revelation 1:1-20;  
Revelation 2:1 – 3:22; 
Revelation 4:1-11. 

 34John’s introductory chapter indicates that the purpose of the book is “to 
show ... things which must shortly take place”, together with a blessing for 
those who read and hear the prophecy. He also details his vision of Christ 
who gave him the message of the book.  The prophecy is firstly a 
message to the “Seven Churches” whose specific circumstances are 
clearly noted.35 They are variously describedi as loveless, persecuted, 
compromising, corrupt, dead, faithful, and lukewarm.  John is shown the 
Throne Room, witnesses the worship and hears the anthems of praise. ii 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 December 
27 
 
 
 

(December 
22-23) 

Revelation 5:1-14;  
Revelation 6:1-17; 
Revelation 7:1-17. 
 

 The scroll, sealed with seven seals, is handed to the “Lamb” to open. He 
is worshipped as the only One who is “worthy to take the scroll ... for you 
were slain and have redeemed us ...”  The rider on the white horse is 
“Antichrist”. iii The red horse indicates conflict on earth. The black horse 
foreshadows famine. The rider on the pale horse is “Death” and “Hades” 
(physical and spiritual death). The fifth seal reveals Jewish martyrs of the 
Tribulation and the sixth seal reveals global natural catastrophe.  Before 
the seventh seal is opened the sealed faithful of Israel are identified.iv 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

5 December 
28 
 
 
 

(December 
24-25) 

Revelation 8:1 – 9:21; 
Revelation 10:1-11;  
Revelation 11:1-14;  
Revelation 11:15-19. 
 

 The seventh seal is opened, followed by foreboding silence. No further 
judgment is specifically mentioned but six of the seven trumpets are now 
sounded as the wrath of God is poured out against evil on the earth. The 
trumpets herald further horrors, yet multitudes refuse to repent (9:20-21).  

Seven thunders announce further judgments written in a little book. John 
cannot write these down and is told to eat the book.  Two witnesses testify 
during the 2nd half of the tribulation. They are murdered and resurrected.  

The 7th trumpet announces the end of the tribulation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6 December 
29 
 
 
 

(December 
26-27) 

Revelation 12:1-6;  
Revelation 12:7-17; 
Revelation 13:1-18; 
Revelation 14:1-18; 
Revelation 15:1-8. 
 

 The imagery of this chapter introduces the woman (Israel), the child 
(Christ Jesus), and the dragon (Satan). Israel’s history and the church age 
is compressed in these verses.36  Satan wars against Michael and his 
angels and is cast down to earth. Heaven rejoices but earth suffers as the 
wounded dragon persecutes believers. Two “Beasts” emerge from sea and 
earth and deceive many.  The return of the Lord is anticipated, but three 
angels announce further judgments.  The wrath of God will be appeased 
by seven final plagues but first the Lamb is worshipped. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7 December 
30 
 
 
 

(December 
28-29) 

Revelation 16:1-21;  
Revelation 
   17:1 – 18:24. 

 The final plagues are seven bowls of wrath poured out on the earth. As 
the third angel pours out his bowl he speaks in defense of the justice of 
God. The sixth bowl is poured out, the Euphrates is dried up and the scene 
is set for the battle of Armageddon.  World systems and powers, civil and 
religious, are caught up in the judgment of the great harlot and the beast 
with seven heads and ten horns until Babylon the Great falls (the “harlot 
church” – corrupt religion, commerce and politics intertwined) and “is made 
desolate”, mourned by her supporters but heaven rejoices.v 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                      
34 These brief notes cannot offer the detailed comments on Revelation which the book demands – and some readers will want. It is important to 

read this book with the help of a good commentary so that understanding of the message is based on the actual text of the scripture and not 

speculative private interpretation. A series of notes follow the readings for December 31. These offer additional comments on some passages. 
35 The phrase mentioned in each of the seven letters, “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches”, implies the 

willingness to listen (some will not!), the willingness to hear and understand (some will be unwilling!), and the determination to act on the 

injunction of the Spirit, be that to repent or actively respond in some other way. See also endnote (i). 
36 Turn to a good commentary for explanation of the significance of the imagery here and in the following chapters.  
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CHRONOLOGICAL BIBLE READING SCHEDULE  

One Year Plan – Week Fifty-Three – December 31 
 (Two Year Plan – Year Two, Week Fifty-Three – December 30-31) 

 

DAY DATE SCRIPTURES NOTES READ 

1 December 
31 

 
 
 
(December 

30-31) 

Revelation 19:1-16;  
Revelation 
   19:17 – 20:10; 
Revelation 
   20:11 – 22:21. 
 

 The tribulation has ended and the reign of the harlot is finished. It is now 
time for “the marriage of the Lamb.” “Blessed are those who are called to 
the marriage supper of the Lamb!”(19:9) Christ appears seated on a white 
horse, whose rider (in contrast to the Antichrist on a white horse (6:2)) is 
called “Faithful and True.”  The beast, together with “the kings of the 
earth”, is defeated. Satan is bound in the bottomless pit for 1,000 years 
whilst the saints reign with Christ.  The Great White Throne Judgment 
foreshadows all things new, and the glory of New Jerusalem.vi 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Personal Notes from this week’s reading:  _____________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

i  The church of Ephesus is described as “loveless” – “you have left your first love.” The church in Smyrna suffered great and unjust persecution and was 

encouraged to “Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.” The church in Pergamos was described as “compromising” for tolerating 

the heretical “doctrine of Balaam” and “the doctrine of the Nicolaitans.” The church in Thyatira is challenged for allowing the false and corrupt self-

proclaimed prophetess Jezebel to have considerable and destructive influence in the church “to teach and seduce My servants.” The condemnation of 

the church in Sardis was “that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead.” The church in Philadelphia received only words of praise for 

their perseverance and faithfulness. The seventh of the churches, Laodicea, was famously described as “lukewarm”, “you are neither hot nor cold.” 
ii  Around the throne were 24 elders who are difficult to identify. They are wearing crowns and are seated on thrones, possibly indicating that they are 

OT/NT saints who had already been judged and rewarded with places of honour. 

Four living creatures are also present in the Throne Room. These four are sometimes compared with the way Christ is presented in the four Gospels. 

The first was like a lion – Matthew presents Jesus as King. The second was like a calf or an ox – Mark presents Jesus as Servant. The third living 

creature had a face like a man – Luke presents Jesus as the Son of Man. The fourth was like a flying eagle – John presents Jesus as the Son of God. 

These four living creatures sing of the holiness of the everlasting God, and do so without resting day or night. 
iii As the first four seals are opened, the so-called “Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse” are revealed. These are key players in the events of the 

Tribulation. The white horse itself is deceptive, and its rider is not an influence for good. Rather this is Antichrist. Although he carries a weapon and 

wears a crown, his going out “conquering and to conquer” is with evil intent. The rider on the red horse delivers on the evil intent of Antichrist and is 

“granted (instructed, permitted, empowered) ... to take peace from the earth.” The rider on the black horse carries scales for measuring produce, 

which he sells at highly inflated, prohibitively expensive prices. The result is that war is followed by widespread famine throughout the earth. The 

rider on the pale horse is given power to kill a quarter of the earth’s people “with sword, with hunger, with death (possibly plague) and by the beasts of 

the earth.” 
iv The seal is protection before further horrors, momentarily being held back by “four angels standing at the four corners of the earth”, are unleashed on 

the world. The “servants of our God” are firstly the faithful (followers of Christ) of Israel out of every tribe. The number may suggest a vast multitude 

or may be taken literally as 144,000 – but they are Jewish believers, not Gentiles. The witness of the faithful of Israel leads to their martyrdom, but not 

before “a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations ...” have received their testimony and accepted Christ Jesus as Lord. All who are 

sealed are “the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the lamb.” (8:14) 
v  Again, the symbolism in the prophecy is extensive and detailed and demands attention, but the caution against private interpretation remains. The 

seven kings are variously described as seven specific Roman emperors or as great world powers – Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece, Rome, and 

a future revived Roman Empire. The eighth king (17:11) may be the Antichrist himself. The ten horns may represent individuals or nations that 

surrender authority to the beast.  The ten-kingdom empire is involved in a cataclysmic battle against the returning, victorious Christ.  

The focus then turns to the great harlot, Babylon the great. It is widely understood that this is a world-wide religious system closely aligned with world 

financial systems and commerce. Destruction falls suddenly and causes wide-spread consternation but heaven rejoices because the suffering of the 

saints has been avenged and the sorcery and deception of the harlot has ended. 
vi The Great White Throne Judgment marks the end of the millennial reign and appears to have two dimensions to it. Firstly, “books were opened” and 

unbelievers for all of time are judged “according to their works”. Then the “Book of Life” was opened and anyone whose name was “not found 

written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.” This is called “the second death.” 

The scene then moves to John’s vision of “a new heaven and a new earth.” He also sees “the holy city, New Jerusalem … descending out of heaven 

from God.”  It is illuminated by the glory of God and “The Lamb is its light.” 

The final vision is of “a pure river of water of life.” 

The book closes with the serious injunction to take the words of the book to heart, eagerly awaiting the coming of the Lord Jesus. 

 

                                                      


