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a Chronological  
Bible Reading Schedule 

 

with summary notes for each day’s readings 

 

 

 

a Bible Reading Plan 

that schedules daily passages to be read 

in the chronological order that it is believed 

Bible events actually occurred 

 

Commence reading at any time 
by following the week by week numbering, 

or read by date following a One Year or Two Year plan.  

 

Prepared by Pastor Christopher A Pack, MA (Theol.) 
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How to use this reading plan. 
This Reading Plan is designed to help you read through the Bible in One Year or, if a slower pace is preferred, 

in two years, following as far as possible the likely Chronological sequence of events or dating. 

 Each week the readings are set out for seven days. If the One Year reading plan is commenced on 

January 1 then the readings for the week will correspond with the calendar date. 

 

CHRONOLOGICAL BIBLE READING SCHEDULE  

One Year Plan – Week One – January 1-7 
 (Two Year Plan – Year One, Weeks One & Two – January 1-14) 

 

DAY DATE SCRIPTURES NOTES 
TICK WHEN 

READ 

1 January 1 
 
 
 

(January 
1-2) 

Genesis 1:1-2:3; 
 
John 1:1-3; 
Colossians 1:15-17; 
Ephesians 1:3-6; 
 
Genesis 2:4-25. 

 Our chronological reading plan begins with the majestic faith-defining 
words which open the Bible, “In the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth”, and what follows is the account of the six days of Creation.  The 
verses from St John and St Paul are faith-defining statements from the New 
Testament, placing Jesus at the centre of pre-creation events and creative 
purposes.  Genesis chapter 2 is the second account of creation, most 
probably drawn from different documents to the first account. The focus is 
on humankind and the diversity of life in the Garden of Eden. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 The daily readings for each day are the Scripture Passages identified 

 If the Two Year reading plan is preferred the readings for each week of the One Year plan are simply 

spread across two weeks by taking two days to read the passages chosen for each day of the One Year 

plan. 

 As the readings are completed simply place a  or a  in the Check Box provided. 

 The Notes are not intended to be devotional. Rather they have been written to help you understand 

what the passage being read is saying to us by providing a brief summary statement about those verses.  

 The  at the start of sections in the notes column indicates the beginning of the comments for the 

next passage to be read. 

 At times these notes will give limited background to the writer or the book. 

 At other times they will cross reference the reading to another related passage. 

 At times they will explain why a passage is being read at this time – when it may otherwise seem out 

of place and out of sequence. 

 Occasionally footnotes are used to further explain a passage or give additional background 

information, especially where there is insufficient space in the notes column to include other helpful 

comments and explanatory notes.  

My prayer as you read is that you will better understand this 

remarkable book we know as The Bible, grow to love this written 

Word of God, and grow closer to God in your daily walk with Him. 

It is quite an accomplishment to have read the whole Bible “cover 

to cover”, but just reading it will be of little value unless the Holy 

Spirit who inspired its writing is your guide and teacher, and the 

Lord Jesus Christ, who is the central focus of the whole book, is 

your personal Lord and Saviour. 

May every blessing in Christ Jesus be yours! 

Pastor Christopher Pack.

This reading schedule is provided 
free of charge for whoever wishes to 

use it for their knowledge of the 
Scriptures and their personal growth 

in God. If you wish to bless the 
ministry which has developed these 

notes with a monetary gift, 
our banking details for Australian 

transactions or international 
transfers are: 

Power-Packed Ministries Intl. Inc. 

Heritage Bank – BSB: 638-070 

A/c #: 0094-24954 

Thank You! God bless you! 
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CHRONOLOGICAL BIBLE READING SCHEDULE  

One Year Plan – Week Thirty-Nine – September 24-30 
(Two Year Plan – Year Two, Weeks Twenty-Five & Twenty-Six – June 17-30) 

 

DAY DATE SCRIPTURES NOTES 
TICK WHEN 

READ 

1 September 
24 

 
 

(June 
17-18) 

Esther 6:1-14; 
Esther 7:1-10; 
Esther 8:1 – 9:17; 
Esther 9:18 – 10:3. 

 The sleepless King Ahaseurus discovered Mordecai’s unrewarded loyalty 
and planned to honour him. He sought Haman’s self-interested advice which 
was followed, elevating the Jew to a position of great honour.  At the 
Queen’s banquet Haman was exposed and was eventually executed on the 
gallows he had built to hang Mordecai.  Esther sought honour with the king 
to plead successfully for the king to renounce his royal decree to destroy the 
Jews. Instead, Haman’s family and many other enemies of the Jews were 
put to death.  The feast of Purim was instituted to remember these events. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 September 
25 

 
 

(June 
19-20) 

Nehemiah 1:1-11; 
Nehemiah 2:1-20; 
Nehemiah 3:1-32; 
Nehemiah 4:1-23. 

 The book opens as Nehemiah received unsettling news from Jerusalem 
of the dilapidated state of the city. He turned to prayer and fasting.  His 
anxiety for Jerusalem showed on his face and, since his responsibilities 
were in the royal palace, was noted by the king who released him to go and 
see for himself. It was immediately apparent that the greatest need was to 
rebuild the city walls.  The rebuilding began as various groups and families 
were assigned to specific sections of the wall.  Opposition to the work was 
swift to emerge but was countered by prayer, wisdom and armed defence. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 September 
26 

 
 

(June 
21-22) 

Nehemiah 5:1-19; 
Nehemiah 6:1-19; 
Nehemiah 7:1-73. 

 The sad fact of the rich discriminating against the poor raised its ugly head 
and further delayed the rebuilding. As Governor, Nehemiah set an example 
to ensure the poor were not disadvantaged.  Again Nehemiah came under 
attack from his enemies false and mischievous reports. Nevertheless, the 
rebuilding was finished. It is interesting to note the role of “prophets” and the 
way their message was misunderstood and criticised. (6:7-9)  Chapter 7 
notes that order was being restored in the now secure city and lists a further 
contingent of returning exiles (see Ezra 2) and gifts for restoration work. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 September 
27 

 
 

(June 
23-24) 

Ezra 7:1 – 8:23; 
Ezra 8:24 – 10:44. 

 The Book of Ezra is in two parts. Firstly, a large group of exiles returned 
to Jerusalem led by Zerubbabel. Here we read of another large company 
returning, especially many Levites, led by Ezra who carried a letter from the 
king affirming his authority, and substantial monetary gifts.  These events 
seem to coincide more closely to the time we have reached in Nehemiah 
(Neh.8:1). Ezra 9:9 suggests the walls had been rebuilt. The rush to purify 
the people as indicated in Nehemiah is clearly shown here. What began as 
a revival movement became somewhat of a self-righteous, legalistic purge. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

5 September 
28 

 
 

(June 
25-26) 

Nehemiah 8:1-18; 
Nehemiah 9:1-38; 
Nehemiah 10:1-39. 

 Nehemiah’s and his contemporary, Ezra the Priest, joined together to lead 
the people to repentance and renewal. The Book of the Law (Deuteronomy) 
was read, the people were encouraged to celebrate; “Do not sorrow, for the 
joy of the LORD is your strength” (8:10) and the Feast of Tabernacles was 
observed.  In a spirit of confession and repentance, with fasting, sackcloth 
and ashes, the people reflected on their nation’s sacred history and renewed 
their covenant with God. Here is one of the longest prayers recorded in the 
Bible (9:5-38).  Signatories to the covenant and their obligations are noted.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6 September 
29 

 
 

(June 
27-28) 

Nehemiah 11:1 –  
  12:26; 
Nehemiah 12:27-47; 
Nehemiah 13:1-31; 
Psalm 126. 

 More people wanted to live within the walled city than could do so. Those 
to live inside the city were selected by lot. Leaders of tribes and people with 
other responsibilities, from within the city and from many outer villages, are 
recorded.  A service to dedicate the wall was held. Various rooms within 
the Temple were also dedicated.  Between chapters 12 and 13 Nehemiah 
returned to Persia. On his return the issue of inter-marriage between Jews 
and Gentiles, and other ways the people had failed to uphold the Law, were 
addressed and dealt with.  This Psalm celebrates the return from exile. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7 September 
30 

 
 

(June 
29-30) 

Malachi 1:1 – 2:16; 
Malachi 2:17 – 3:5; 
Malachi 3:6-18; 
Malachi 4:1-6. 

 To Malachi (“My Messenger”) the “word of the Lord” he had been given was 
a burden he carried. The Lord’s love for Israel was not being reciprocated, 
especially by priests who were showing contempt for the sacrificial system. 
Their actions would be judged, along with others who rejected God’s love. 
 The coming of John the Baptist as the forerunner of Christ is prophesied 
here and in 4:5.  We are very familiar with these verses which promise 
blessing for those who truly honour God with their giving.  The “Day of the 
Lord” promises blessing for the righteous and judgement for the ungodly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Personal Notes from this week’s reading:  _____________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  


