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a Chronological  
Bible Reading Schedule 

 

with summary notes for each day’s readings 

 

 

 

a Bible Reading Plan 

that schedules daily passages to be read 

in the chronological order that it is believed 

Bible events actually occurred 

 

Commence reading at any time 
by following the week by week numbering, 

or read by date following a One Year or Two Year plan.  

 

Prepared by Pastor Christopher A Pack, MA (Theol.) 
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How to use this reading plan. 
This Reading Plan is designed to help you read through the Bible in One Year or, if a slower pace is preferred, 

in two years, following as far as possible the likely Chronological sequence of events or dating. 

 Each week the readings are set out for seven days. If the One Year reading plan is commenced on 

January 1 then the readings for the week will correspond with the calendar date. 

 

CHRONOLOGICAL BIBLE READING SCHEDULE  

One Year Plan – Week One – January 1-7 
 (Two Year Plan – Year One, Weeks One & Two – January 1-14) 

 

DAY DATE SCRIPTURES NOTES 
TICK WHEN 

READ 

1 January 1 
 
 
 

(January 
1-2) 

Genesis 1:1-2:3; 
 
John 1:1-3; 
Colossians 1:15-17; 
Ephesians 1:3-6; 
 
Genesis 2:4-25. 

 Our chronological reading plan begins with the majestic faith-defining 
words which open the Bible, “In the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth”, and what follows is the account of the six days of Creation.  The 
verses from St John and St Paul are faith-defining statements from the New 
Testament, placing Jesus at the centre of pre-creation events and creative 
purposes.  Genesis chapter 2 is the second account of creation, most 
probably drawn from different documents to the first account. The focus is 
on humankind and the diversity of life in the Garden of Eden. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 The daily readings for each day are the Scripture Passages identified 

 If the Two Year reading plan is preferred the readings for each week of the One Year plan are simply 

spread across two weeks by taking two days to read the passages chosen for each day of the One Year 

plan. 

 As the readings are completed simply place a  or a  in the Check Box provided. 

 The Notes are not intended to be devotional. Rather they have been written to help you understand 

what the passage being read is saying to us by providing a brief summary statement about those verses.  

 The  at the start of sections in the notes column indicates the beginning of the comments for the 

next passage to be read. 

 At times these notes will give limited background to the writer or the book. 

 At other times they will cross reference the reading to another related passage. 

 At times they will explain why a passage is being read at this time – when it may otherwise seem out 

of place and out of sequence. 

 Occasionally footnotes are used to further explain a passage or give additional background 

information, especially where there is insufficient space in the notes column to include other helpful 

comments and explanatory notes.  

My prayer as you read is that you will better understand this 

remarkable book we know as The Bible, grow to love this written 

Word of God, and grow closer to God in your daily walk with Him. 

It is quite an accomplishment to have read the whole Bible “cover 

to cover”, but just reading it will be of little value unless the Holy 

Spirit who inspired its writing is your guide and teacher, and the 

Lord Jesus Christ, who is the central focus of the whole book, is 

your personal Lord and Saviour. 

May every blessing in Christ Jesus be yours! 

Pastor Christopher Pack.

This reading schedule is provided 
free of charge for whoever wishes to 

use it for their knowledge of the 
Scriptures and their personal growth 

in God. If you wish to bless the 
ministry which has developed these 

notes with a monetary gift, 
our banking details for Australian 

transactions or international 
transfers are: 

Power-Packed Ministries Intl. Inc. 

Heritage Bank – BSB: 638-070 

A/c #: 0094-24954 

Thank You! God bless you! 
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CHRONOLOGICAL BIBLE READING SCHEDULE  

One Year Plan – Week Thirty-Eight – September 17-23 
(Two Year Plan – Year Two, Weeks Twenty-Three & Twenty-Four – June 3-16) 

 

DAY DATE SCRIPTURES NOTES 
TICK WHEN 

READ 

1 September 
17 

 
 
 

(June 3-4) 

Ezra 1:1-11; 
Ezra 2:1-70; 
Ezra 3:1-13. 

 We follow Daniel by reading Ezra, noting the dating in 1:1 which connects 
them chronologically. Cyrus allowed some exiles to return to Jerusalem, the 
first group being led by Zerubbabel (Sheshbazzar).  Cyrus also instructed that 
a significant portion of the sacred articles taken from the Temple be returned 
to Jerusalem.  Whilst extended lists of names, such as in Chapter 2, may 
be tedious reading, the significance is that all these people had proven their 
family genealogies. Those who couldn’t do so had some privileges withheld 
(2:62-63).  Work to rebuild the Temple began, but some old folk wept (3:12). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 September 
18 

 
 
 

(June 5-6) 

Ezra 4:1 – 5:17; 
Ezra 6:1-22. 

 The key to the toing and froing evidenced in these two chapters is in 4:1. 
Those who opposed rebuilding the Temple are identified as “the adversaries 
of Judah and Benjamin”, foreigners and Jews who had inter-married with 
foreigners. Tension between the Jews and these “Samaritans”, evident in 
the Gospels, was greatly influenced by these events. Rebuilding the Temple 
was delayed for some 16 years.  Eventually King Darius was able to 
establish that the returning exiles had been properly authorised to do the 
work. The rebuilt Temple was dedicated and the Passover was celebrated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 September 
19 

 
 
 

(June 7-8) 

Haggai 1:1-15; 
Haggai 2:1-23. 

 Haggai prophesied to the Jews returning from the Babylonian Captivity. 
Like so many of the prophets who directly challenge the people of God, so 
too Haggai who questioned their priorities. His is a timeless message. His 
call is to “consider your ways” (1:5) and focus on God’s priorities (in particular 
rebuilding the ruined Temple), not their personal agenda. To their credit they 
heeded the word of the Lord.  Concerned that the rebuilt Temple would be 
a shadow of its former glory (see Ezra 3:12-13), Haggai reassured the people 
and established a number of very important principles for our walk with God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 September 
20 

 
 
 

(June 9-10) 

Zechariah 1:1 – 2:13; 
Zechariah 3:1-10; 
Zechariah 4:1-14. 

 Like Haggai, Zechariah also prophesied to Jews returning from Babylon. 
(Compare Haggai 1:1 and Zechariah 1:1) Whilst both prophets encouraged the 
rebuilding of the Temple, in a series of eight visions (1:8-6:15) Zechariah 
spoke of a glorious future, so different from their present. The visions speak 
of judgement on their enemies and victory and glory for Israel.  The vision 
of Joshua the High Priest is a wonderful picture of cleansing and restoration. 
 In this vision the often quoted “word of the Lord” to Zechariah (4:6) affirmed 
the successful rebuilding of the Temple with the help of the Spirit of God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

5 September 
21 

 
 
 

(June 
11-12) 

Zechariah 5:1-11; 
Zechariah 6:1-11; 
Zechariah 7:1 – 8:23; 
Zechariah 9:1-17. 

 The two visions in this chapter speak of purging corruption from the nation 
and banishing wickedness and idolatry. It may be an idolatrous figurine that 
is depicted as a wicked woman in a basket to be despatched to Babylon to 
find a home with false religious spirits there.  The final vision and the 
remaining verses speak of angelic messengers of God judging nations prior 
to establishing the Messianic kingdom.  These fasts marked key events in 
the destruction of Jerusalem, but mercy and justice was more important than 
fasting.  Familiar verses declare the triumphant coming of the King! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6 September 
22 

 
 
 

(June 
13-14) 

Zechariah 10:1 – 
  12:9; 
Zechariah 12:10 – 
  13:9; 
Zechariah 14:1-21. 

 These final five chapters are generally considered end-time prophecies 
which speak of the restoration of Judah and Israel and judgement on their 
enemies.  The picture is of deliverance, repentance and renewal and has 
special significance for Christ’s Second Coming when those who opposed 
the Lord will finally recognise his true identity (see 12:10 and 13:6). Jesus 
spoke of 13:7 as referring to himself (Matt. 26:31-32).  This chapter speaks 
of final conflict and final victory. Those who attend the Feast of Tabernacles 
celebrate the enthroning of the King, whilst his enemies are notably absent. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7 September 
23 

 
 
 

(June 
15-16) 

Esther 1:1 – 2:18; 
Esther 2:19 – 3:15; 
Esther 4:1 – 5:14. 

 The Book of Esther begins with the account of the demise of Queen Vashti 
losing her position of privilege for defending her modesty and honour against 
the lustful desires of the leaders of Persia. The beautiful Jewess, Esther, 
became Queen in her place.  Haman’s ascent to authority came at great 
cost to the Jewish inhabitants, but his plot to kill the Jews was uncovered by 
Mordecai, uncle of Queen Esther.  Esther risked her life to gain access to 
the king, but was received with honour and favour. A banquet was planned 
to expose Haman’s evil, even as he proceeded with his murderous plans. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Personal Notes from this week’s reading:  _____________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  


