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a Chronological  
Bible Reading Schedule 

 

with summary notes for each day’s readings 

 

 

 

a Bible Reading Plan 

that schedules daily passages to be read 

in the chronological order that it is believed 

Bible events actually occurred 

 

Commence reading at any time 
by following the week by week numbering, 

or read by date following a One Year or Two Year plan.  

 

Prepared by Pastor Christopher A Pack, MA (Theol.) 

  



  © Pastor Christopher Pack, 2016.  

How to use this reading plan. 
This Reading Plan is designed to help you read through the Bible in One Year or, if a slower pace is preferred, 

in two years, following as far as possible the likely Chronological sequence of events or dating. 

 Each week the readings are set out for seven days. If the One Year reading plan is commenced on 

January 1 then the readings for the week will correspond with the calendar date. 

 

CHRONOLOGICAL BIBLE READING SCHEDULE  

One Year Plan – Week One – January 1-7 
 (Two Year Plan – Year One, Weeks One & Two – January 1-14) 

 

DAY DATE SCRIPTURES NOTES 
TICK WHEN 

READ 

1 January 1 
 
 
 

(January 
1-2) 

Genesis 1:1-2:3; 
 
John 1:1-3; 
Colossians 1:15-17; 
Ephesians 1:3-6; 
 
Genesis 2:4-25. 

 Our chronological reading plan begins with the majestic faith-defining 
words which open the Bible, “In the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth”, and what follows is the account of the six days of Creation.  The 
verses from St John and St Paul are faith-defining statements from the New 
Testament, placing Jesus at the centre of pre-creation events and creative 
purposes.  Genesis chapter 2 is the second account of creation, most 
probably drawn from different documents to the first account. The focus is 
on humankind and the diversity of life in the Garden of Eden. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 The daily readings for each day are the Scripture Passages identified 

 If the Two Year reading plan is preferred the readings for each week of the One Year plan are simply 

spread across two weeks by taking two days to read the passages chosen for each day of the One Year 

plan. 

 As the readings are completed simply place a  or a  in the Check Box provided. 

 The Notes are not intended to be devotional. Rather they have been written to help you understand 

what the passage being read is saying to us by means of a summary statement.  

 The  at the start of sections in the notes column indicates the beginning of the comments for the 

next passage to be read. 

 At times these notes will give limited background to the writer or the book. 

 At other times they will cross reference the reading to another related passage. 

 At times they will explain why a passage is being read at this time – when it may otherwise seem out 

of place and out of sequence. 

 Occasionally footnotes are used to further explain a passage or give additional background 

information, especially where there is insufficient space in the notes column to include other helpful 

comments and explanatory notes. 

My prayer as you read is that you will better understand this remarkable book we know as The Bible, grow to 

love this written Word of God, and grow closer to God in your daily walk with Him. 

It is quite an accomplishment to have read the whole Bible “cover to cover”, but just reading it will be of little 

value unless the Holy Spirit who inspired its writing is your guide and teacher, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who 

is the central focus of the whole book, is your personal Lord and Saviour. 

May every blessing in Christ Jesus be yours! 

Pastor Christopher Pack. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL BIBLE READING SCHEDULE  

One Year Plan – Week Four – January 22-28 
(Two Year Plan – Year One, Weeks Seven & Eight – February 12-February 25) 

 

DAY DATE SCRIPTURES NOTES 
TICK WHEN 

READ 

1 January 22 
 
 

(February 
12-13) 

Genesis 23:1-20; 
Genesis 24:1-67; 
Genesis 25:1-34; 
Genesis 26:1-35. 

 

 When Sarah died Abraham purchased the field of Ephron and the cave of 
Machpelah as the family burial plot.  Abraham sent his servant to his family 
in Haran seeking a wife for Isaac. In what is a remarkable story of divine 
guidance, led by God the servant returned with Rebekah, daughter of Nahor, 
sister of Laban, who became Isaac’s wife.  Chapter 25 records the death 
of Abraham and the birth to Isaac and Rebekah of the twins, Esau and 
Jacob. We also read the “infamous” story of the “sale” of Esau’s birthright. 
 Isaac moved to Gerar where his herdsmen fought for water. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 January 23 
 
 

(February 
14-15) 

Genesis 27:1-46; 
Genesis 28:1-22; 
Genesis 29:1-30:24. 
 
 

 Jacob and Rebekah deceived Isaac into speaking the birthright blessing 
over Jacob rather than Esau. Chapter 27 tells this story in great detail. Jacob 
received the blessing, but a family feud erupted which forced him to flee for 
his life to seek refuge with his uncle, Laban.  Chapter 28 tells of Jacob’s 
life-changing dream of a ladder set up on earth reaching to heaven.  Jacob 
reached the family of his Uncle Laban and fell in love with Rachel, but the 
“deceiver” was himself deceived into marrying her older sister, Leah. Eleven 
of Jacob’s sons and a daughter were born at Haran. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 January 24 
 
 

(February 
16-17) 

Genesis 30:25- 
   31:55. 
Genesis 32:1-21; 
Genesis 32:22-32; 
Genesis 33:1-20; 
1 Chronicles 
   1:34-54. 

 Separating himself and his family from Laban became a battle of wits for 
Jacob, but God was blessing and guiding him.  As Jacob left Haran angels 
met him, showing that God was caring for him, but when news of the large 
company travelling with Esau reached him, Jacob was troubled.  Jacob 
wrestled with “God” at Peniel and prevailed.  Jacob’s reunion with Esau 
went far better than he had anticipated. Out of renewed personal faith, he 
erected an altar near Shechem to “God, the God of Israel!”  The reading 

from 1 Chronicles lists descendants of Isaac and Esau. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 January 25 
 
 

(February 
18-19) 

Genesis 34:1-31; 
Genesis 35:1-15; 
Genesis 35:16-29; 
Genesis 36:1-43; 
 
Genesis 37:1-36. 
 

 This chapter tells the unhappy story of the rape of Jacob’s only daughter, 
Dinah, and the extreme reactions of her brothers, Simeon and Levi.  In 
chapter 35 the Covenant promises were personally confirmed to Jacob, now 
renamed Israel.  Rachel’s nurse, Deborah, died near Bethel and Rachel 
herself died in childbirth when Benjamin, Jacob’s twelfth son, was born. 
Soon after, Isaac also died.  Chapter 36 is the genealogy of Jacob’s 
brother, Esau.  The story of Joseph begins in Chapter 37 telling of the gift 
of the coat of many colours, his dreams, and his sale into slavery.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

5 January 26 
 
 

(February 
20-21) 

Genesis 38:1-30; 
 
Genesis 39:1-23; 
Genesis 40:1-23. 

 The story of Joseph’s life is interrupted by another unfortunate narrative 
which involved Judah, his daughter-in-law Tamar, and the solemn kinship 
obligations related to levirate marriage.  Joseph’s story continues in 
Chapter 39. He had become a slave in the house of Potiphar, whose wife 
tried to seduce the handsome Hebrew slave. But because of his godly 
character her advances were rejected. However, her lies led to Joseph’s 
imprisonment.  In prison Joseph’s integrity was rewarded. Whilst there he 
accurately interpreted the dreams of Pharaoh’s Butler and Baker. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6 January 27 
 
 

(February 
22-23) 

Genesis 41:1-57; 
 
Genesis 42:1 –    
  45:28. 

 When Pharaoh was troubled by recurring dreams his Butler remembered 
Joseph in prison. Summoned into Pharaoh’s presence, Joseph was careful 
to honour God for His help, and accurately interpreted the dreams which told 
of an extremely serious forthcoming famine. Joseph’s interpretations led 
Pharaoh to appoint him as Prime Minister to oversee preparations for the 
prophesied famine.  Famine in Canaan caused Jacob (re-named Israel) to 
send Joseph’s brothers to Egypt to buy grain. This led to a highly emotional 
reunion with his brothers and ultimately also with his father.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7 January 28 
 
 

(February 
24-25) 

Genesis 46:1-47:12; 
Genesis 47:13-26; 
Genesis 47:27- 
   48:22; 
Genesis 49:1-50:14; 
Genesis 50:15-21; 
Genesis 50:22-26. 

 Assured by God, Jacob (Israel), with his family, made the journey to Egypt, 
was reunited with his son Joseph, the Prime Minister of Egypt, and settled 
in Goshen.  We read of Joseph’s leadership role in managing the famine. 
 Joseph made a vow to his father to bury Jacob in the family plot in Canaan. 
Jacob blessed Joseph’s sons, giving Ephraim precedence over Manasseh. 
 Before his death, Jacob blessed and prophesied over all his sons.  After 
their father’s death, Joseph’s anxious brothers needed assurance against 
retribution.  Joseph died in Egypt, and was embalmed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Personal Notes from this week’s reading:  ____________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  


